
Where to find approved 
protein names online

Protein nomenclature can be complicated. The Universal Protein
Resource KnowledgeBase (UniProtKB) provides a comprehensive
database of protein names, symbols, and sequence information.
The symbols for proteins are usually related to the symbols of the
genes that code for them. Like human genes, human proteins are
written in all capital letters, but to distinguish them from genes, the
symbols for proteins are not italicized.

Examples:

Gene: FGL2

Protein: FGL2

Formerly, proteins were sometimes identified by the letter p plus
their molecular weight in kilodaltons; probably the best-known of
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these to cancer researchers is p53. However, the protein symbol
TP53, which reflects the approved gene symbol TP53, should be
used instead because the names beginning with p are now
considered outdated.1

In some cases, you may choose to spell out a protein’s name,
followed by its symbol in parentheses, to make its function clearer
to your readers. Recommended protein names can be found at
UniProtKB.2

Examples:

breast cancer type 1 susceptibility protein (BRCA1)

UniProtKB contains information on proteins for many species, not
just humans and other vertebrates, but you can easily identify
proteins in your species of interest by filtering the search results.
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